MOHAMMEDAN THEORIES OF FINANCE

has met certain requirements. Of course such a rule is all
right in so far as it encourages thoroughness, but it is fatal
in at least two ways: (I) it shuts off contributions likely
to come from persons who have not as yet met all the re-
quirements, and (2) it excludes those that might come from
outsiders who, being engaged in other studies, have likewise
failed to fulfill the requirements. It is the familiar case of
the conservative theologian who cries halt to the scientist
when the latter " steps over the line."

The most fatal consequence of a mechanical system,
however, is the excessive feeling of confidence and certainty
into which it lulls its adepts. When to all appearances the
complex and organic relationships of social life have been
reduced to law and order, one cannot help getting into a
false sense of security and optimism. Such a state of mind,
acts like a selective screen that shuts off those stimuli, which
if let through might expose the deceptiveness of the appear-
ances. The Mohammedan legal system offers a good ex-
ample of optimism carried too far. It inspires its adepts
with the feeling, that at no point in the process, from the
divine inception of the law down to the detailed legal pro-
visions in the fiqh-books, or to the carrying-out of these
provisions by the believers, is there any weakness where
doubt might enter. Thus to the Mohammedans it is a
matter of certainty that the Koran and the sunnah are
genuine expressions of the divine will. Of course there is
a possibility that their meanings may have been misunder-
stood, but the believer need have no misgivings on this point.
For if a passage concerning the meaning of which there is
doubt is one on which an ifmaf has been reached, certainty
is assured by that fact; and if no ijmaf has been reached, his
conscience may still be set at ease by resort to intuition
(taharri), since the fact that one of the constructions appeals
to the intuition is sufficient guarantee of its truth. Finally,